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way, presupposition holds here only in one direction. This is so
wherever the consequent is a unity of a manifold. For instance,
death can be inferred from the taking of potassium cyanide, but
from death the taking of potassium cyanide cannot be inferred.
Every cause of death is possible, but nothing in particular can be
asserted as actual. That is why it is said by Professor Radha-
krishnan that the world is one of the infinite number of possi-
bilities actualized. But from the Absolute this actuality cannot
be inferred, because it is not particularly presupposed. And the
possibilities from it are infinite, and so beyond our powers of
inference. The systematization therefore which our thought
adopts here is only a one-way systematization. The other way
leads only to fallacies and contradictions.

Thus both the positive and negative moments are indispensable
to absolutism. This does not mean, as Dr. Bhagavan Das, Hegel,
etc., want to make out, that the Absolute itself contains both the
moments. It is our system of philosophy that contains them.
Professor Radhakrishnan's chief contribution to Indian abso-
lutism is his making it clear that the Absolute can be reached
positively, and not merely negatively as many orthodox advaitins
seem to hold; and that reaching the Absolute positively does not
contradict the main Advaita thesis. And he contends, not without
justification, that Sankara's writings themselves contain passages
which depict the positive relation between the world and the
Brahman. He seems to feel, like Tagore, that the emphasis which
the general Advaita tradition lays on the negative relation between
the Brahman and the world has a harmful influence on the out-
look of the Indian mind. It created an indifference to the values of
the world and a passivity that bred gloom. He. thinks that spirit-
uality does not mean escape from the world and its values but
the transformation of them into spirit. Such an escape produces
in our minds a sense of duality and so fear, but not unity, which
is strength and fearlessness born of the knowledge of truth. ',
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